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ESCAPAdE project at a glance

Objectives
• Use the diversity of study modes and thematics offered 

to MSc students within our European network, to train 
them efficiently in Applied Plant Sciences, and provide
answers to new challenges in crop production/ 
protection / breeding.

• Include our professional network, in order to offer 
enhanced academic profiles, and  increase 
employability in the sector of plant biodiversity 
management, plant breeding and crop protection. 

7 academic partners
22 associated partners
(commitment letters)
2018-2021



Some results of our project

• Construction of a specific database  and online tool to select Erasmus 
courses in applied plant sciences (on keywords, not only touristic areas…)

https://escapade.boku.ac.at/Maintained for 4 more years
It would be nice to include more partners!

Thanks, 
Hermann

See ESCAPAdE flyer!

https://escapade.boku.ac.at/


Some results of our project

• Analyse stakeholders’ view on  recruitment strategies 

« Professional needs for future employees with applied plant science profile as 
per findings of an European survey » (almost) submitted paper, webinar and video

Importance of different features of future employees upon recruitment

Thanks, 
Petra, Hamid 

and Laura

Academic mobility

Academic profile

Training experience

Transversal skills



Some results of our project

• Collectively improve our teaching practices 
https://www.supagro.fr/mape/wakka.php?wiki=PagePrincipale&lang=en (summer school in Prague cancelled in 2020)

Thanks, Julien, 
Erik, all 

teachers and 
tutors

https://www.supagro.fr/mape/wakka.php?wiki=PagePrincipale&lang=en


Some results of our project

• Collectively improve our teaching practices (students survey)

(47 answers only)

Thanks, 
students



Some results of our project
• Collectively improve our teaching practices (summer school feedback)

• My best memory:
• (diverse) group activities, brainstorming, debating, project-based learning…
• Socializing (including Italian / Greek shared meals in the evenings)
• Excursion (apple orchard near the seaside…)

• What I will bring home:
• New friends, multicultural experience, teamwork
• New ideas, open mind, new perspectives
• New knowledge, desire to learn more, study opportunities
• A pin…

• And for tutors (PBL and other teaching activities): 
• (first) teaching experience, sharing its own knowledge
• Self confidence

(some answers on postcards)

« I have met wonderful and smart people that have enriched my experience, both personally and academically »

Thanks, 
students,

Thanks Erik / 
ELLS to have 

made it
possible



Some results of our project

• Extending our network: towards an European label in Applied Plant 
Sciences?
• Learning outcomes defined jointly
• General procedures - Case study conducted here in SLU

2. Plant health

1. Describe the basic principles underlying pest (animals, pathogens, weeds)-plant interactions, their effects at the organism and population level as well as practical implications in
crop protection.

2. Describe the sanitary state of a crop and identify and describe the main players (pests and antagonists/endemic and invasive).

3. Organize and conduct crop sampling and use sampling data to organize protocols for integrated pest management and organic production systems.

4. Evaluate crop protection strategies (biological, chemical, biotechnological, genetical, physical, mechanical and cultural controls) and understand their benefits and limitations in
respect to efficacy, environmental and social impact.

5. Discuss the genetics and evolution of pests’ resistance to pesticides and plant defense and propose the appropriate measures to delay resistance development.

6. Design ecological engineering approaches for enhancing functional biodiversity ecosystem services (biological control of pests and pollination) considering the complexity of
agroecosystems.

7. Identify the sources of agricultural pollution, address environmental problems and identify factors that deteriorate the agroecosystems.

8. Describe the national and EU regulation for plant protection products, biological control agents and quarantine organisms.

9. Exemplify the impact of climate change on pest population dynamics and expected yield losses.

+ methodological
and soft skills

Thanks, 
Rui



How to enhance job market for MSc students in 
Applied Plant Sciences at the European level? 

• Develop renewed curricula taking into account new paradigms and new 
requirements of agriculture
• Agroecological perspectives, global changes, new scientific concepts, research skills…
• Transversal skills ++
• Get maximum benefit from Erasmus opportunities and publicize it

• Be more attractive for (smart) students
• Improve teaching methods (more interaction and personal engagement)
• Increase internationalisation (language skills and multiculturality)
• Follow a quality label in Applied Plant Sciences?

• Enhance our communication with stakeholders (academic and non-academic)
• Participation in teaching activities, in European projects
• Advisory committees of MSc degrees
• Internships (including European / international students) Let’s discuss on that!



Thanks to all partners from
BOKU (Tulln) 

CULS (Prague)
DUTH (Komotimi)

SLU (Alnarp)
UPM (Madrid)

UNIVPM (Ancona)
Institut Agro (Montpellier – Rennes - Angers)

Thanks to our associated partners and other academic / non 
academic structures for their interest / participation in the project

Thanks to the European Union for the funding and support



Thanks to all participants in ELLS/ESCAPAdE Summer School: 
Host Plant Resistance Breeding as a part of Integrated Pest 
Management, 17-23 August!


